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FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST



FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST 2021/24350


Dear Sir/Madam

Thank you for your recent request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000.

Section 1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) places two duties on public authorities.  Unless exemptions apply, the first duty at, Section 1(1) (a), is to confirm or deny whether the information specified in a request is held. The second duty at, Section1 (1) (b), is to disclose information that has been confirmed as being held. 

The information that you are seeking is in relation to the following:

REQUEST

I am writing to you under the Freedom of Information Act (2000) to ask that you please disclose details of sexual assault, harassment, and misconduct charges brought against members of the police force that falls under your remit, both internally and externally, year by year from 2017-2021. Specifically:

1) How many accusations were made against serving officers

2) How many of these allegations were upheld

3) How many of these upheld charges resulted in disciplinary action, and what actions were they


RESPONSE

1) How many accusations were made against serving officers

Between 1/1/17 – 31/7/21 

14


2) How many of these allegations were upheld

3

Note:  There are 5 live allegations 

3) How many of these upheld charges resulted in disciplinary action, and what actions were they

1 – Dismissed at a Misconduct Hearing

Note:  There are 5 live allegations 

Section 31(1)(g) ‘Law Enforcement’ by virtue of section 31(2)(b)

Information which is not exempt information by virtue of section 30 is exempt information if its disclosure under this Act would, or would be likely to, prejudice the exercise by any public authority of its functions for any of the purposes specified in subsection (2).  The purposes referred to in subsection (1)(g) are:- (a) The purpose of ascertaining whether any person has failed to comply with the law (b) The purpose of ascertaining whether any person is responsible for any conduct which is improper 

Evidence of Harm: 

Gwent Police are charged with enforcing the law, preventing and detecting crime and protecting the communities we serve. Disclosing details of ongoing investigations would impact on the effectiveness of police procedures and investigations thereby hindering the prevention and detection of crime. 

Section 31 – Factors favouring disclosure:

The disclosure of details relating to investigations involving Police Officers and Police Staff would provide the public with reassurance that Gwent Police take all reports of crimes seriously and that these are managed appropriately, ensuring all relevant enquiries are undertaken. Investigations are funded by the public purse, therefore disclosing information provides transparency of the way public money is used. 

Section 31 – Factors favouring non-disclosure: 

Information relating to specific investigations which have not yet resulted could lead to the identification of those involved, including victims, witnesses and suspects. It is vital that information continues to be received when carrying out investigations however there may be reluctance to provide information if it is believed that details relating to the investigation could be released via FOI. While it is generally expected that findings are made public at a later stage when they represent the fully considered conclusions of the investigation, releasing the details under the FOIA prior to the conclusion of proceedings and, therefore making such information public, could hinder any current or future investigations undertaken by Gwent Police. 


Freedom of Information Act is a public disclosure regime, not a private regime. Any information disclosed under the Act is thereafter deemed to be in the public domain, and therefore freely available to the public and will be published on the Gwent Police website.

[bookmark: _Hlk74910960]If you are not satisfied, you have the right to request an internal review into the response that you have received, or, to complain about our handling of your request.


Thank you for your interest in Gwent Police.
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