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FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST



FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST 2021/24416


Dear Sir/Madam

Thank you for your recent request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000.

Section 1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) places two duties on public authorities.  Unless exemptions apply, the first duty at, Section 1(1) (a), is to confirm or deny whether the information specified in a request is held. The second duty at, Section1 (1) (b), is to disclose information that has been confirmed as being held. 

The information that you are seeking is in relation to the following:

REQUEST

Please consider this request for information relating to shotgun and firearms licences under the FOI Act.

1a How many firearms licence holders are there in your police force area?
1b How many shotgun licence holders are there in your police force area?

2a How many firearms licence applications did your police force receive each year since 2010?
2b How many shotgun licence applications did your police force receive each year since 2010?

3a How many firearms licence applications were refused by your police force each year since 2010?
3b How many shotgun licence applications were refused by your police force each year since 2010?

4a On how many occasions did GPs decline to complete a medical information form for shotgun and firearms licence applications? Please provide figures for each year since 2010.
4b How many applications were granted without a GP having completed a medical information form? Please provide figures for each year since 2010. 

5a How many firearms licences were revoked by your police force each year since 2010?
5b How many shotgun licences were revoked by your police force each year since 2010?

6a How many firearms licences were returned by your police force after having been temporarily revoked each year since 2010?
6b How many shotgun licences were returned by your police force after having been temporarily revoked each year since 2010?

RESPONSE

1a How many firearms licence holders are there in your police force area? 1,572 (taken from Crimsec report Sept 2020 – Sept 2021)
1b How many shotgun licence holders are there in your police force area?  5,401 (taken from Crimesec report Sept 2020 – Sept 2021)

2a How many firearms licence applications did your police force receive each year since 2010?

	New		Renewal
2010 =   71		180
2011 =   76		251
2012 =   64		253
2013 =   73		233
2014 = 102		148
2015 = 111		231
2016 = 105		249
2017 = 107		296
2018 =   95		211
2019 =   91		187
2020 =   51		297
2021 =   46		187

2b How many shotgun licence applications did your police force receive each year since 2010?

	New		Renewal
2010 = 147		1,067
2011 = 158		1,204
2012 = 159		1,534
2013 = 218		   426
2014 = 216		  348
2015 = 308		1,092
2016 = 235		1,072
2017 = 192		1,022
2018 = 168		   439
2019 = 141		   331
2020 = 107		1,088
2021 =  53		   545
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3a How many firearms licence applications were refused by your police force each year since 2010?
 
2010 =  1
2011 =  1
2012 =  1
2013 =  3
2014 =  2
2015 =  3
2016 =  7
2017 =  2
2018 =  6
2019 =  7
2020 =  2
2021 =  2 (up to an including 23/09/2021)

3b How many shotgun licence applications were refused by your police force each year since 2010?

2010 =   1
2011 =   6
2012 =   1
2013 =   7
2014 =   5
2015 =   8
2016 =   9
2017 =   1
2018 = 10
2019 = 10
2020 =   5
2021 =   4

4a On how many occasions did GPs decline to complete a medical information form for shotgun and firearms licence applications? Please provide figures for each year since 2010.

This request cannot be completed within a reasonable timeframe.  For new shot gun licences alone there were a total of 2,102 between 2010 and 2021.  In order to find out whether a GP report was available or declined would necessitate a manual check on each record within NFLMS and Sharepoint.  Based on 5 mins for each check this would equate to 175 hours.

Section 12 – Excess Cost
The exemption applicable to the information you have requested for this question can be found at Section 12(1) of the Act and this refusal notice is issued under Section 17.
Section 12(1) “does not oblige a public authority to comply with a request for information if the authority estimates that the cost of complying with the request would exceed the appropriate limit.”  
In the case of a police force, the appropriate limit is set at £450, which is calculated at £25 per hour (i.e. 18 hours). Gwent Police would have to conduct a manual search to find and extract the information for this question. This would take more than 18 hours of staff time therefore we are unable to answer this question and the exemption is engaged.


4b How many applications were granted without a GP having completed a medical information form? Please provide figures for each year since 2010. 

This request cannot be completed within a reasonable timeframe.  For new shot gun licences alone there were a total of 2,102 between 2010 and 2021.  In order to find out whether a GP report was available or declined would necessitate a manual check on each record within NFLMS and Sharepoint.  Based on 5 mins for each check this would equate to 175 hours.

Section 12 – Excess Cost
The exemption applicable to the information you have requested for this question can be found at Section 12(1) of the Act and this refusal notice is issued under Section 17.
Section 12(1) “does not oblige a public authority to comply with a request for information if the authority estimates that the cost of complying with the request would exceed the appropriate limit.”  
In the case of a police force, the appropriate limit is set at £450, which is calculated at £25 per hour (i.e. 18 hours). Gwent Police would have to conduct a manual search to find and extract the information for this question. This would take more than 18 hours of staff time therefore we are unable to answer this question and the exemption is engaged.


5a How many firearms licences were revoked by your police force each year since 2010?

2010 =   2
2011 =   2
2012 =   2
2013 =   1
2014 =   4
2015 = 10
2016 =   3
2017 =   2
2018 =   1
2019 =   2
2020 =   2
2021 =   3 (up to and including 23/09/2021)

5b How many shotgun licences were revoked by your police force each year since 2010?

2010 =   6
2011 =   3
2012 = 10
2013 =   9
2014 =   9
2015 = 19
2016 =   7
2017 =   7
2018 =   3
2019 = 11
2020 =   7
2021 =   5 (up to and including 23/09/2021)

6a How many firearms licences were returned by your police force after having been temporarily revoked each year since 2010?

Revoked 2015 – Reapplied/Granted 2020   = 1
Revoked 2015 – Reapplied/Granted 2018   = 1
Revoked 2016 – Reapplied/Granted 2019   = 1
Revoked 2017 – 0 re-issued
Revoked 2018 – 0 re-issued
Revoked 2019 – 0 re-issued 
Revoked 2020 – 0 re-issued
Revoked 2021 – 0 re-issued


6b How many shotgun licences were returned by your police force after having been temporarily revoked each year since 2010?

Revoked 2015 – Reapplied/Granted 2017   = 1
Revoked 2015 – Reapplied/Granted 2018   = 1
Revoked 2015 – Reapplied/Granted 2020   = 1
Revoked 2016 – Reapplied/Granted 2019   = 1
Revoked 2017 – 0 re-issued
Revoked 2018 – 0 re-issued
Revoked 2019 – 0 re-issued
Revoked 2020 – 0 re-issued
Revoked 2021 – 0 re-issued



Freedom of Information Act is a public disclosure regime, not a private regime. Any information disclosed under the Act is thereafter deemed to be in the public domain, and therefore freely available to the public and will be published on the Gwent Police website.

[bookmark: _Hlk74910960]If you are not satisfied, you have the right to request an internal review into the response that you have received, or, to complain about our handling of your request.


Thank you for your interest in Gwent Police.
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