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FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST



FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST 2021/24461


Dear Sir/Madam

Thank you for your recent request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000.

Section 1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) places two duties on public authorities.  Unless exemptions apply, the first duty at, Section 1(1) (a), is to confirm or deny whether the information specified in a request is held. The second duty at, Section1 (1) (b), is to disclose information that has been confirmed as being held. 

The information that you are seeking is in relation to the following:

REQUEST

I would like to make an open government request for all of the information to which I am entitled under the freedom of information act.

If this request below is too wide or too unclear, I would be grateful if you could contact me as I understand that under the act, you are required to advise and assist requesters.

Can you please tell me how many individuals your police force has issued with Fixed Penalty Notices for non-compliance with covid-19 testing requirements on returning to the UK after travelling abroad since January 1, 2021, to September 8, 2021.

Can you please tell me how many individuals your police force has issued with Fixed Penalty Notices for non-compliance with requirement to quarantine on returning to the UK after travelling abroad since January 1, 2021, to September 8, 2021.

Can you please tell me how many individuals your police force has cautioned for non-compliance with covid-19 testing requirements on returning to the UK after travelling abroad since January 1, 2021, to September 8, 2021.

Can you please tell me how many individuals your police force has cautioned for non-compliance with requirements to quarantine on returning to the UK after travelling abroad since January 1, 2021, to September 8, 2021.

Can you please tell me how many individuals have been visited or contacted on suspicion of non-compliance with covid-19 testing requirements on returning to the UK after travelling abroad since January 1, 2021, to September 8, 2021 but faced no action.

Can you please tell me how many individuals in total your police force has visited on suspicion of non-compliance with requirements to quarantine on returning to the UK after travelling abroad since January 1, 2021, to September 8, 2021 but faced no sanction.


RESPONSE

Section 17 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 requires Gwent Police, when refusing to provide information by way of exemption, to provide you with a notice which: (a) states that fact, (b) specifies the exemption in question and (c) states why the exemption applies. In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000 this letter acts as a refusal notice to those aspects of your request. 

I am not obliged to provide information if the information held is intended for future publication and exempt this information under Section 22(1)(a) of the Freedom of Information Act. 

The legislation: Section 22 Information intended for future publication
(1) Information is exempt information if- 
(a) The information is held by the public authority with a view to its publication, by the authority or any other person, at some future date (whether determined or not) 
(b) The information was already held with a view to such publication at the time when the request for information was made, and 
(c) It is reasonable in all the circumstances that the information should be withheld from disclosure until the date referred to in paragraph (a) 

Section 22 is a qualified exemption and as such is subject to a public interest test. This means that Gwent Police have identified the exemption and have considered whether the public interest in not disclosing the information outweighed the public interest test in disclosing the information

Factors favouring Disclosure for Section 22

Large amounts of data are regularly proactively published (as per links below) in support of accountability, openness and transparency.


Factors favouring Non-Disclosure for Section 22 

Although there is a public interest in knowing the details of FOI requests as this leads to greater transparency, Section 22 allows for circumstances when it is reasonable and correct for public authorities to delay the provision of information until it is made generally available through publication.


Fixed penalty notices (FPNs) are uploaded on the National Police Chief’s Council (NPCC):

https://www.npcc.police.uk/COVID%2019/Operation%20Talla%20Publication%20Strategy%2026052020.pdf
     -Publication Strategy

https://news.npcc.police.uk/releases/update-on-coronavirus-fpns-issued-by-police
 

https://cdn.prgloo.com/media/c1cd9d23512643b28d36a2b5f0eabc3e.pdf



Freedom of Information Act is a public disclosure regime, not a private regime. Any information disclosed under the Act is thereafter deemed to be in the public domain, and therefore freely available to the public and will be published on the Gwent Police website.

[bookmark: _Hlk74910960]If you are not satisfied, you have the right to request an internal review into the response that you have received, or, to complain about our handling of your request.


Thank you for your interest in Gwent Police.
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