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FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST



FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST 2021/24466


Dear Sir/Madam

Thank you for your recent request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000.

Section 1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) places two duties on public authorities.  Unless exemptions apply, the first duty at, Section 1(1) (a), is to confirm or deny whether the information specified in a request is held. The second duty at, Section1 (1) (b), is to disclose information that has been confirmed as being held. 

The information that you are seeking is in relation to the following:

REQUEST

Please provide under Freedom of Information for the calendar years of 2018, 2019, 2020, and 2021 up to the most recent month available:


1. For children with missing episodes recorded in your missing person database (or equivalent central recording system), and that were flagged as being at risk of child sexual exploitation, the total number of missing episodes recorded for each of the ten children that went missing the most often.

1. For children with missing episodes recorded in your missing person database (or equivalent central recording system), and that were flagged as being at risk of child sexual exploitation, the total number of missing episodes recorded.

1. The number of Section 46 (of the Childrens Act 1989) Emergency Police Child Protection Notices did your force activate (ie where your force has removed children to a safe location to protect them from significant harm).

1. How many children your force referred to a Local Authority’s Children's Services because they were flagged as being at risk of Child Criminal Exploitation.

1. How many children your force referred to a Local Authority’s Children's Services because they were flagged as being at risk of Child Sexual Exploitation.
These questions are given in order of importance. If the total request exceeds the allowable research please drop question five, then question four, and so on until the request is within the limit. 


RESPONSE

1. For children with missing episodes recorded in your missing person database (or equivalent central recording system), and that were flagged as being at risk of child sexual exploitation, the total number of missing episodes recorded for each of the ten children that went missing the most often.

	2018
	2019
	2020
	2021

	Total of Episode
	Flagged as CSE
	Total of Episode
	Flagged as CSE
	Total of Episode
	Flagged as CSE
	Total of Episode
	Flagged as CSE

	111
	Y
	84
	Y
	69
	Y
	38
	Y

	80
	Y
	72
	Y
	57
	Y
	36
	Y

	79
	Y
	63
	Y
	37
	Y
	36
	Y

	74
	Y
	60
	Y
	29
	Y
	32
	Y

	74
	Y
	59
	Y
	28
	Y
	20
	Y

	67
	Y
	46
	Y
	28
	Y
	17
	Y

	62
	Y
	45
	Y
	27
	Y
	15
	Y

	57
	Y
	42
	Y
	26
	Y
	14
	Y

	51
	Y
	38
	Y
	24
	Y
	11
	Y

	51
	Y
	36
	Y
	24
	Y
	11
	Y

	706
	
	545
	
	349
	
	320
	



2. For children with missing episodes recorded in your missing person database (or equivalent central recording system), and that were flagged as being at risk of child sexual exploitation, the total number of missing episodes recorded.

	CSE Flagged
	2018
	2019
	2020
	2021

	Total Persons Reported Missing
	144
	142
	97
	74

	# of Occurrences
	1691
	1368
	799
	436

	Total # of episodes of Persons Missing
	1696
	1372
	802
	437

	Total
	3531
	2882
	1698
	947




3 – 5,

Unfortunately, we cannot answer this request as it will exceed the 18-hour time limit to complete a request. In the time frame requested, there have been 4,294 occurrences. In order to retrieve the data, each record would need to be reviewed. It would take approximately five minutes to review each individual record, which would equate to 357 hours of research. Therefore, a Section 12 Excess Cost exemption has been applied. 

Section 12 – Excess Cost

The exemption applicable to the information you have requested for this question can be found at Section 12(1) of the Act and this refusal notice is issued under Section 17.

Section 12(1) “does not oblige a public authority to comply with a request for information if the authority estimates that the cost of complying with the request would exceed the appropriate limit.”  

In the case of a police force, the appropriate limit is set at £450, which is calculated at £25 per hour (i.e. 18 hours). Gwent Police would have to conduct a manual search to find and extract the information for this question. This would take more than 18 hours of staff time therefore we are unable to answer this question and the exemption is engaged.



Freedom of Information Act is a public disclosure regime, not a private regime. Any information disclosed under the Act is thereafter deemed to be in the public domain, and therefore freely available to the public and will be published on the Gwent Police website.

[bookmark: _Hlk74910960]If you are not satisfied, you have the right to request an internal review into the response that you have received, or, to complain about our handling of your request.


Thank you for your interest in Gwent Police.
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