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FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST



FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST 2021/24523


Dear Sir/Madam

Thank you for your recent request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000.

Section 1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) places two duties on public authorities.  Unless exemptions apply, the first duty at, Section 1(1) (a), is to confirm or deny whether the information specified in a request is held. The second duty at, Section1 (1) (b), is to disclose information that has been confirmed as being held. 

The information that you are seeking is in relation to the following:

REQUEST

1. What enquiries are generally conducted to identify a found unidentified body?

2. How and where is information relating to cases of unidentified bodies recorded and stored? (Please comment on both digital and physical recording/storing)

3.  Does the recorded information include the location of the bodies within the mortuary, burial, or cremation?

4. Are cases of unidentified bodies reviewed? If so, what does this involve and when?

5. What records and systems are cross-matched with information relating to cases of unidentified bodies? 

6. When is information relating to cases of unidentified bodies deleted or destroyed?

7. How is information relating to cases of unidentified bodies shared between individuals, departments, forces, different agencies, and with the public?

8. Are there any differences in the above processes relating to unidentified body parts? If so, what are the differences?

9. Who has the overall responsibility for cases of unidentified bodies within the police force?

10. Have there been any previous operations specifically focused on solving cases of unidentified bodies? (e.g. Operation Orchid, established by North Wales Police in 2010 and tasked with naming the 16 cases of unidentified bodies buried in the region between 1968 and 2002)

11. Are there any current operations specifically focused on solving cases of unidentified bodies?

12. How can the management of information relating to unidentified bodies be improved?

13. Is there a person within the force who would be willing to be contacted by the PhD Researcher to answer further questions that will take approximately 30 minutes? If so, what are their contact details?

RESPONSE

1. What enquiries are generally conducted to identify a found unidentified body?

DNA, checks regarding any missing persons, PNC / police systems checks for any distinctive marks / tattoos.

1. How and where is information relating to cases of unidentified bodies recorded and stored? (Please comment on both digital and physical recording/storing)

On our police database Niche or Casualty Bureau if multiple fatalities.

1. Does the recorded information include the location of the bodies within the mortuary, burial, or cremation?

Yes

1. Are cases of unidentified bodies reviewed? If so, what does this involve and when?

No such cases so no set review periods in place. All unidentified bodies identified using methods listed above relatively quickly so review process has not been required.

1. What records and systems are cross-matched with information relating to cases of unidentified bodies? 

PNC, PND, local police systems which include missing person reports

1. When is information relating to cases of unidentified bodies deleted or destroyed?

All records retained in line with MOPI (Management of Police Information).

1. How is information relating to cases of unidentified bodies shared between individuals, departments, forces, different agencies, and with the public?

This would depend on the circumstances but would be in line with other police investigations and information sharing protocols. 

1. Are there any differences in the above processes relating to unidentified body parts? If so, what are the differences?

No

1. Who has the overall responsibility for cases of unidentified bodies within the police force?

Crime investigation

1. Have there been any previous operations specifically focused on solving cases of unidentified bodies? (e.g. Operation Orchid, established by North Wales Police in 2010 and tasked with naming the 16 cases of unidentified bodies buried in the region between 1968 and 2002)

No

1. Are there any current operations specifically focused on solving cases of unidentified bodies?

No

1. How can the management of information relating to unidentified bodies be improved?

N/A

1. Is there a person within the force who would be willing to be contacted by the PhD Researcher to answer further questions that will take approximately 30 minutes? If so, what are their contact details?

Not at this time.



Freedom of Information Act is a public disclosure regime, not a private regime. Any information disclosed under the Act is thereafter deemed to be in the public domain, and therefore freely available to the public and will be published on the Gwent Police website.

[bookmark: _Hlk74910960]If you are not satisfied, you have the right to request an internal review into the response that you have received, or, to complain about our handling of your request.


Thank you for your interest in Gwent Police.
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