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FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST



FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST 2021/24629


Dear Sir/Madam

Thank you for your recent request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000.

Section 1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) places two duties on public authorities.  Unless exemptions apply, the first duty at, Section 1(1) (a), is to confirm or deny whether the information specified in a request is held. The second duty at, Section1 (1) (b), is to disclose information that has been confirmed as being held. 

The information that you are seeking is in relation to the following:

REQUEST

1. The number of incidents involving drink spiking reported from October 1, 2016 to September 30, 2021. Please provide this information based on word searches of the MO text, which contain one (or more) of the following combinations of words:
· “spik” AND “drink”
· “spik” AND “lace”
· “spik” AND “laced”
· “spik” AND “lacing”
· “spik” AND “needle”
(please use “spik” and not “spike” to capture “spike”, “spiked”, or “spiking”)
2. For each reported incident, please state the victim’s gender i.e. male, female or unknown.
3. Please state the outcome of the incident. Please use the outcome categories used on the Home Office police recorded crime and outcomes open data:
· Charged/Summonsed
· Diversionary, educational or intervention activity, resulting from the crime report, has been undertaken and it is not in the public interest to take any further action.
· Evidential difficulties (suspect identified; victim supports action)
· Evidential difficulties (victim does not support action)
· Further investigation to support formal action not in the public interest – police decision
· Investigation complete – no suspect identified
· Not yet assigned an outcome
· Out-of-court (formal)
· Out-of-court (informal)
· Prosecution prevented or not in the public interest
· Responsibility for further investigation transferred to another body
· Taken into consideration

Please break down the above information by 12-month periods i.e. October 1, 2016 to September 30, 2017, October 1, 2017 to September 30, 2018 etc., up to and including October 1, 2020 to September 30, 2021.

Please provide the information in a spreadsheet file (e.g. .csv or .xls).

RESPONSE

1. The below crime figures are a result of keyword searches where the victim has stated they have had their drink spiked.  

	Count of Crime Reference #
	Year
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Month
	2017
	2018
	2019
	2020
	2021
	Grand Total

	January
	1
	
	2
	2
	
	5

	February
	
	2
	
	3
	1
	6

	March
	1
	
	
	1
	
	2

	April
	
	2
	1
	1
	
	4

	May
	1
	1
	2
	
	
	4

	June
	4
	2
	
	
	1
	7

	July
	1
	
	1
	1
	
	3

	August
	
	
	
	1
	
	1

	September
	1
	1
	2
	1
	
	5

	October
	
	
	2
	1
	4
	7

	November
	
	1
	2
	1
	
	4

	December
	1
	
	1
	
	
	2

	Grand Total
	10
	9
	13
	12
	6
	50





1. Below table contain victim gender, by crime

	Count of Crime Reference #
	 
	Year
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Month
	Gender
	2017
	2018
	2019
	2020
	2021
	Grand Total

	January
	Female
	1
	
	2
	
	
	3

	 
	Male
	
	
	
	2
	
	2

	January Total
	 
	1
	
	2
	2
	
	5

	February
	Female
	
	1
	
	3
	
	4

	 
	Male
	
	1
	
	
	1
	2

	February Total
	 
	
	2
	
	3
	1
	6

	March
	Female
	1
	
	
	1
	
	2

	March Total
	 
	1
	
	
	1
	
	2

	April
	Female
	
	2
	1
	1
	
	4

	April Total
	 
	
	2
	1
	1
	
	4

	May
	Female
	1
	1
	2
	
	
	4

	May Total
	 
	1
	1
	2
	
	
	4

	June
	Female
	4
	1
	
	
	1
	6

	 
	Male
	
	1
	
	
	
	1

	June Total
	 
	4
	2
	
	
	1
	7

	July
	Female
	1
	
	1
	1
	
	3

	July Total
	 
	1
	
	1
	1
	
	3

	August
	Female
	
	
	
	1
	
	1

	August Total
	 
	
	
	
	1
	
	1

	September
	Female
	1
	
	2
	1
	
	4

	 
	Male
	
	1
	
	
	
	1

	September Total
	 
	1
	1
	2
	1
	
	5

	October
	Female
	
	
	2
	1
	3
	6

	 
	Male
	
	
	
	
	1
	1

	October Total
	 
	
	
	2
	1
	4
	7

	November
	Female
	
	
	2
	
	
	2

	 
	Male
	
	1
	
	1
	
	2

	November Total
	 
	
	1
	2
	1
	
	4

	December
	Female
	1
	
	
	
	
	1

	 
	Male
	
	
	1
	
	
	1

	December Total
	 
	1
	
	1
	
	
	2

	Grand Total
	 
	10
	9
	13
	12
	6
	50




2. Below table contain crime outcomes recorded

	Count of Crime Reference #
	Year
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Outcome
	2017
	2018
	2019
	2020
	2021
	Grand Total

	10: Police - formal action not in public interest
	
	
	1
	
	
	1

	14: Victim declines/unable to support action to identify offender
	1
	2
	1
	1
	1
	6

	15: CPS - named suspect, victim supports but evidential difficulties
	
	
	1
	
	
	1

	15: Police - named suspect, victim supports but evidential difficulties
	2
	1
	6
	3
	
	12

	16: Victim declines/withdraws support - named suspect identified
	2
	1
	2
	3
	
	8

	18: Investigation complete no suspect identified
	4
	5
	2
	3
	
	14

	Under investigation
	1
	
	
	2
	5
	8

	Grand Total
	10
	9
	13
	12
	6
	50





Freedom of Information Act is a public disclosure regime, not a private regime. Any information disclosed under the Act is thereafter deemed to be in the public domain, and therefore freely available to the public and will be published on the Gwent Police website.

[bookmark: _Hlk74910960]If you are not satisfied, you have the right to request an internal review into the response that you have received, or, to complain about our handling of your request.


Thank you for your interest in Gwent Police.
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