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FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST



FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST 2021/24688


Dear Sir/Madam

Thank you for your recent request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000.

Section 1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) places two duties on public authorities.  Unless exemptions apply, the first duty at, Section 1(1) (a), is to confirm or deny whether the information specified in a request is held. The second duty at, Section1 (1) (b), is to disclose information that has been confirmed as being held. 

The information that you are seeking is in relation to the following:

REQUEST

I am seeking information as to the number of Canine units (by which I mean individual dogs) in each of the below categories. I am aware a lot of the answers will be 0.

1) Total number of Dogs in service during the period. By in service I mean the equivalent of employed. I am indifferent as to whether this is a count of Dogs "employed" on the first of each month or all dogs employed at any time during the month as long as it is specified which.

2) Died whilst still in service. by which I mean any cause of death at any time of a dog who is still the equivalent of employed

3) Died whilst in active service. By which I mean any cause of death at a time whilst performing the duties of a canine unit or in transit to same, the equivalent of a police officer being on duty/on the clock

3)b) for these dogs, if there is a categorisation of causes of death, I would appreciate the breakdown (e.g. Natural Causes, Road Traffic Accident, Suspect violence, Officer Accident). I appreciate this level of data may not exist.

For all of the above I would prefer the volumes to be monthly but if they can only be summarised in larger units, could exact start and end dates of each time period be specified. If data doesn't extend back to 2016 as long a period as you have accurate data for would be appreciated.

RESPONSE

1. Total number of Dogs in service during the period. By in service I mean the equivalent of employed. I am indifferent as to whether this is a count of Dogs "employed" on the first of each month or all dogs employed at any time during the month as long as it is specified which.

These are the number of police dogs in service each year as of 1st April.  We don’t have a breakdown of how many each month: - 

2016 - 21
2017 - 23
2018 - 19
2019 - 23
2020 - 26
2021 - 20

2) Died whilst still in service. by which I mean any cause of death at any time of a dog who is still the equivalent of employed

None

3) Died whilst in active service. By which I mean any cause of death at a time whilst performing the duties of a canine unit or in transit to same, the equivalent of a police officer being on duty/on the clock

None

3)b) for these dogs, if there is a categorisation of causes of death, I would appreciate the breakdown (e.g. Natural Causes, Road Traffic Accident, Suspect violence, Officer Accident). I appreciate this level of data may not exist.

N/A



Freedom of Information Act is a public disclosure regime, not a private regime. Any information disclosed under the Act is thereafter deemed to be in the public domain, and therefore freely available to the public and will be published on the Gwent Police website.

[bookmark: _Hlk74910960]If you are not satisfied, you have the right to request an internal review into the response that you have received, or, to complain about our handling of your request.


Thank you for your interest in Gwent Police.
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