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FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST



FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST 2021/24685


Dear Sir/Madam

Thank you for your recent request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000.

Section 1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) places two duties on public authorities.  Unless exemptions apply, the first duty at, Section 1(1) (a), is to confirm or deny whether the information specified in a request is held. The second duty at, Section1 (1) (b), is to disclose information that has been confirmed as being held. 

The information that you are seeking is in relation to the following:

REQUEST

1. How many special constables (officers with active warrant cards) are currently volunteering for your force? 

a) Of this number, how many are currently behind on their commitment to work 16 hours/month or are not currently active for any other reason (eg: failed mandatory fitness training)? 

b) Of this number, how many retain uniform or police equipment in their personal possession? 

c) Of the officers who have not fulfilled their commitment or are not currently active, how many have continued to access force systems or information?

RESPONSE

1. How many special constables (officers with active warrant cards) are currently volunteering for your force? 76

1. Of this number, how many are currently behind on their commitment to work 16 hours/month or are not currently active for any other reason (eg: failed mandatory fitness training)? There is no mandatory requirement to work 16 hours per month. This is not a legal requirement. See guidance here https://www.college.police.uk/guidance/special-constables. We have 2 Special Constables who are on an agreed leave of absence for a short period of time, and 3 who are not performing frontline operational duties due to injury or secondment to external roles. They are however all still active, in that they still attend training or are performing non-frontline duties. So technically the answer to your question is 0, as they are all technically active and performing as expected. 

1. b) Of this number, how many retain uniform or police equipment in their personal possession? Not applicable – all are technically active even if they are not performing frontline duties

c) Of the officers who have not fulfilled their commitment or are not currently active, how many have continued to access force systems or information? Not applicable – all are technically active even if they are not performing frontline duties


Freedom of Information Act is a public disclosure regime, not a private regime. Any information disclosed under the Act is thereafter deemed to be in the public domain, and therefore freely available to the public and will be published on the Gwent Police website.

[bookmark: _Hlk74910960]If you are not satisfied, you have the right to request an internal review into the response that you have received, or, to complain about our handling of your request.


Thank you for your interest in Gwent Police.
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