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FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST



FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST 2021/24751


Dear Sir/Madam

Thank you for your recent request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000.

Section 1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) places two duties on public authorities.  Unless exemptions apply, the first duty at, Section 1(1) (a), is to confirm or deny whether the information specified in a request is held. The second duty at, Section1 (1) (b), is to disclose information that has been confirmed as being held. 

The information that you are seeking is in relation to the following:

REQUEST

I am sending this request under the Freedom of Information Act to ask for the following information:
1)	For each of the last 5 calendar years, please provide the number of ‘drink spiking’ incidents recorded by your force. Beginning with January 2017, please break these figures down by month up to the most recent, available point. 

Can you please do a keyword search of MO codes, using the terms, 'drink spiking', 'drink spike', 'drink spiked', ‘spiked drink', ‘drink interfered with’ and ‘drink drugged’.

If it is not possible to determine which offences in your records relate to ‘drink spiking’, then please focus on offences in the time period outlined that use the following Home Office crime codes: 

- 005/10 (Administering poison so as to endanger life) 
- 005/24 (Use of noxious substances or things to cause harm and intimidate) 
- 005/05 (Administering drug with intent to commit, or assist in committing, an indictable offence)
              - 008/02 (Administering poison with intent to injure or annoy) 
- 088/05 (Administering a substance with intent) 


2)	For each of the last 5 calendar years, please provide the number of ‘needle spiking’ incidents recorded by your force. Beginning with January 2017, please break these figures down by month up to the most recent, available point.

Can you please do a keyword search of MO codes, using any combination of the terms ‘spike’/’spiked’, ‘spiking’ - or ‘laced/lacing’ - WITH EITHER ‘needle/s’, ‘syringes/s’, ‘injecting/ion/ed’, ‘puncture’ or ‘prick’. 

If it is not possible to determine which offences in your records relate to ‘needle spiking’, then please focus on offences in the time period outlined that use the following Home Office crime codes (alongside search terms ‘needle’, ‘syringe’ or ‘injecting’ etc): 

- 005/10 (Administering poison so as to endanger life) 
- 005/24 (Use of noxious substances or things to cause harm and intimidate) 
- 005/05 (Administering drug with intent to commit, or assist in committing, an indictable offence)
    	- 008/02 (Administering poison with intent to injure or annoy) 
- 088/05 (Administering a substance with intent) 

Can you please make sure the responses to Questions 1 and 2 are given as separate figures.

3)	If it falls within the cost limit, please provide a breakdown of the gender and age of the complainants in Questions 1 and 2 - again, by month.

4)	If it falls within the cost limit, please provide a breakdown of the number of arrests, charges and convictions for the incidents recorded in Questions 1 and 2 - again, by month.

RESPONSE

1)	For each of the last 5 calendar years, please provide the number of ‘drink spiking’ incidents recorded by your force. Beginning with January 2017, please break these figures down by month up to the most recent, available point. 

Can you please do a keyword search of MO codes, using the terms, 'drink spiking', 'drink spike', 'drink spiked', ‘spiked drink', ‘drink interfered with’ and ‘drink drugged’.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Month
	2017
	2018
	2019
	2020
	2021
	Grand Total

	January
	1
	 
	2
	2
	1
	6

	February
	 
	2
	1
	3
	1
	7

	March
	1
	
	
	1
	
	2

	April
	 
	2
	1
	2
	
	5

	May
	1
	2
	2
	
	1
	6

	June
	4
	2
	
	
	2
	8

	July
	1
	
	1
	1
	
	3

	August
	 
	
	
	1
	
	1

	September
	1
	1
	2
	1
	
	5

	October
	 
	
	2
	1
	6
	9

	November
	 
	1
	2
	1
	
	4

	December
	1
	1
	1
	
	
	3

	Grand Total
	10
	11
	14
	13
	11
	59



The table above relates to key word searches carried out through the MO summaries, where a victim has stated that they have been spiked. 


If it is not possible to determine which offences in your records relate to ‘drink spiking’, then please focus on offences in the time period outlined that use the following Home Office crime codes: 

- 005/10 (Administering poison so as to endanger life) 
- 005/24 (Use of noxious substances or things to cause harm and intimidate) 
- 005/05 (Administering drug with intent to commit, or assist in committing, an indictable offence)
              - 008/02 (Administering poison with intent to injure or annoy) 
- 088/05 (Administering a substance with intent) 


2)	For each of the last 5 calendar years, please provide the number of ‘needle spiking’ incidents recorded by your force. Beginning with January 2017, please break these figures down by month up to the most recent, available point.

Can you please do a keyword search of MO codes, using any combination of the terms ‘spike’/’spiked’, ‘spiking’ - or ‘laced/lacing’ - WITH EITHER ‘needle/s’, ‘syringes/s’, ‘injecting/ion/ed’, ‘puncture’ or ‘prick’. 

	 
	2018
	2019
	2020
	2021

	April
	 
	 
	 
	1

	June
	 
	1
	 
	 

	July
	 
	 
	 
	1

	August
	 
	 
	1
	 

	October
	 
	 
	 
	2



The above table relates to Mo search of crimes relating to victims reporting they have been spiked by injection.

If it is not possible to determine which offences in your records relate to ‘needle spiking’, then please focus on offences in the time period outlined that use the following Home Office crime codes (alongside search terms ‘needle’, ‘syringe’ or ‘injecting’ etc): 

- 005/10 (Administering poison so as to endanger life) 
- 005/24 (Use of noxious substances or things to cause harm and intimidate) 
- 005/05 (Administering drug with intent to commit, or assist in committing, an indictable offence)
    	- 008/02 (Administering poison with intent to injure or annoy) 
- 088/05 (Administering a substance with intent) 

Can you please make sure the responses to Questions 1 and 2 are given as separate figures.



Freedom of Information Act is a public disclosure regime, not a private regime. Any information disclosed under the Act is thereafter deemed to be in the public domain, and therefore freely available to the public and will be published on the Gwent Police website.

[bookmark: _Hlk74910960]If you are not satisfied, you have the right to request an internal review into the response that you have received, or, to complain about our handling of your request.


Thank you for your interest in Gwent Police.
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