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FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST



FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST 2021/24752


Dear Sir/Madam

Thank you for your recent request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000.

Section 1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) places two duties on public authorities.  Unless exemptions apply, the first duty at, Section 1(1) (a), is to confirm or deny whether the information specified in a request is held. The second duty at, Section1 (1) (b), is to disclose information that has been confirmed as being held. 

The information that you are seeking is in relation to the following:

REQUEST

Under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 we would like to request the following information.

PART 1
1.	For the years 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, and 2021 how many crime reports were received in each year?

2.	Of those crime reports, how many were categorised under the following offences?
a.	Rape 
b.	Other sexual offences
c.	Violence with injury
d.	Violence without injury
e.	Homicide
f.	Stalking and Harassment 
g.	 Hate crimes

3.	For the above crime reports, how many resulted in a  successful prosecution?

PART 2

4.	For the years 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, and 2021 how many crime reports involved a victim with ‘sexual orientation’ as a protected characteristic in each year?

5.	Of those reports which involved a victim with ‘sexual orientation’ as a protected characteristic, how many were categorised under the following offences?
a.	Rape 
b.	Other sexual offences
c.	Violence with injury
d.	Violence without injury
e.	Homicide
f.	Stalking and Harassment 
g.	 Hate crimes

6.	For the above crime reports, how many resulted in a  successful prosecution?

RESPONSE

PART 1
1.	For the years 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, and 2021 how many crime reports were received in each year?
	
	
	2017
	2018
	2019
	2020
	2021

	Number of Crimes reported
	47,466
	57,165
	58,558
	51,166
	52,370



	This information is based on reported dates.

2.	Of those crime reports, how many were categorised under the following offences?
a.	Rape 
b.	Other sexual offences
c.	Violence with injury
d.	Violence without injury
e.	Homicide
f.	Stalking and Harassment 
g.	 Hate crimes
	Crime Category
	Year

	
	2017
	2018
	2019
	2020
	2021

	Rape
	425
	585
	564
	440
	589

	Other sexual Offences
	886
	995
	1093
	930
	1118

	Violence with injury
	4716
	5871
	5880
	4926
	5458

	Violence without injury
	9358
	13365
	14821
	14543
	15121

	Homicide
	7
	3
	5
	3
	7

	Stalking and Harassment
	3526
	6309
	7697
	7989
	8066

	Hate Crimes
	650
	824
	804
	745
	1084



This information is based on recorded dates.


3.	For the above crime reports, how many resulted in a successful prosecution?
	
To obtain prosecution information, please contact the courts.

PART 2

4.	For the years 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, and 2021 how many crime reports involved a victim with ‘sexual orientation’ as a protected characteristic in each year?

Unfortunately, we are unable to provide this information as it would require a manual trawl of each record of every victim from 2017 through to 2021 to identify the sexuality of each victim. This work would take over the 18-hour limit. To identify the sexuality of each victim in 2017, would take 2 minutes to check, which equates to over 1,575 hours of research. Therefore, a Section 12 Excess Cost exemption has been applied. 

Section 12 – Excess Cost

The exemption applicable to the information you have requested for this question can be found at Section 12(1) of the Act and this refusal notice is issued under Section 17.

Section 12(1) “does not oblige a public authority to comply with a request for information if the authority estimates that the cost of complying with the request would exceed the appropriate limit.”  

In the case of a police force, the appropriate limit is set at £450, which is calculated at £25 per hour (i.e. 18 hours). Gwent Police would have to conduct a manual search to find and extract the information for this question. This would take more than 18 hours of staff time therefore we are unable to answer this question and the exemption is engaged.


5.	Of those reports which involved a victim with ‘sexual orientation’ as a protected characteristic, how many were categorised under the following offences?
a.	Rape 
b.	Other sexual offences
c.	Violence with injury
d.	Violence without injury
e.	Homicide
f.	Stalking and Harassment 
g.	 Hate crimes

	 





Unfortunately, we are unable to provide this information as it would require a manual trawl of each record of every victim’s record via offence type. To check this information for rape for 2017, taking 2 minutes per record, would equate to over 29 hours of research. Therefore, a Section 12 Excess Cost exemption has been applied. 

Section 12 – Excess Cost

The exemption applicable to the information you have requested for this question can be found at Section 12(1) of the Act and this refusal notice is issued under Section 17.

Section 12(1) “does not oblige a public authority to comply with a request for information if the authority estimates that the cost of complying with the request would exceed the appropriate limit.”  

In the case of a police force, the appropriate limit is set at £450, which is calculated at £25 per hour (i.e. 18 hours). Gwent Police would have to conduct a manual search to find and extract the information for this question. This would take more than 18 hours of staff time therefore we are unable to answer this question and the exemption is engaged.



6.	For the above crime reports, how many resulted in a successful prosecution?
	
To obtain prosecution information, please contact the courts. 




Freedom of Information Act is a public disclosure regime, not a private regime. Any information disclosed under the Act is thereafter deemed to be in the public domain, and therefore freely available to the public and will be published on the Gwent Police website.

[bookmark: _Hlk74910960]If you are not satisfied, you have the right to request an internal review into the response that you have received, or, to complain about our handling of your request.


Thank you for your interest in Gwent Police.
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