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FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST



FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST 2021/24753


Dear Sir/Madam

Thank you for your recent request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000.

Section 1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) places two duties on public authorities.  Unless exemptions apply, the first duty at, Section 1(1) (a), is to confirm or deny whether the information specified in a request is held. The second duty at, Section1 (1) (b), is to disclose information that has been confirmed as being held. 

The information that you are seeking is in relation to the following:

REQUEST

I am sending this request under the Freedom of Information Act to ask for the following information: 
 
Q1:  Is there a designated length of time for which Gwent Police and laboratories you instruct, both internal and external, retain physical material gathered during police investigations in respect of convicted crimes?  
 
Q2: If there is a divergence of policy according to crime type, please provide clarification.    
 
(The phrase “physical material” above refers to all objects and items which are exhibited as part of both the “used material” at trial AND the “unused material”, not subsequently used at trial.)

RESPONSE

Q1:  Is there a designated length of time for which Gwent Police and laboratories you instruct, both internal and external, retain physical material gathered during police investigations in respect of convicted crimes?  
 
In general, seized or retained property should be kept for only the minimum period necessary to meet the needs of Heddlu Gwent Police. It is the responsibility of the Officer in Charge of the case or the Officer’s reviewing Inspector to provide legitimate reasons for retaining an item and record the reasons on the property record on the Property System.   

Property will be regularly reviewed by the person dealing, the line Manager or the Senior Investigating Officer against the reason for its continued retention. 


Q2: If there is a divergence of policy according to crime type, please provide clarification

All FSP’s follow the NPCC “Retention, Storage and Destruction of materials and records relating to forensic examination  guidance” -   NPCC Forensic Retention Guidance v1.0.pdf (fcn.police.uk).

This document provides details of offence types and retention periods, please see section 11.1.4 Retention Period and Appendix 2 Classification of Offences.

The Force also ensures compliance with the Criminal procedure and Investigations Act 1996 (CPIA) and the MOPI Guidelines (Management of Police Information).  The latter provides forces with guidance to assist in the review & extend retentions, the sharing of police information,  the provision of information assurance, and this guidance can/may supersede guidance within the NPCC document where offence types change during the investigation or other substantial reason https://www.app.college.police.uk/app-content/information-management/management-of-police-information/ 
 


Freedom of Information Act is a public disclosure regime, not a private regime. Any information disclosed under the Act is thereafter deemed to be in the public domain, and therefore freely available to the public and will be published on the Gwent Police website.

[bookmark: _Hlk74910960]If you are not satisfied, you have the right to request an internal review into the response that you have received, or, to complain about our handling of your request.


Thank you for your interest in Gwent Police.
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