[image: A picture containing blue, sitting, street, person

Description automatically generated]




FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST



FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST 2021/24760


Dear Sir/Madam

Thank you for your recent request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000.

Section 1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) places two duties on public authorities.  Unless exemptions apply, the first duty at, Section 1(1) (a), is to confirm or deny whether the information specified in a request is held. The second duty at, Section1 (1) (b), is to disclose information that has been confirmed as being held. 

The information that you are seeking is in relation to the following:

REQUEST

Please provide the following information, per calendar year, for the years 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020 and 2021.

Q1• How many drug supply arrests of juveniles aged 16 or under have been recorded that are deemed to be "County Lines" offences?  Could these figures be broken down by year, please?

Q2• If your Force does not distinguish drug supply offences as "County Lines" or not then please supply the information in question 1 as generic drug supply with an offender aged 16 or under. 

Q3• How many County lines arrests of juveniles under the age of 16 have been recorded for class A/B/C drugs? If possible, please supply numbers for heroin, cocaine, other (class A); Cannabis, Ketamine, Amphetamine (class B); Steroids, other (class C). Could these figures also be broken down by year, please?

Q4• If your Force does not distinguish drug supply offences as "County Lines" or not then how many drug supply arrests of juveniles under the age of 16 have been recorded for class A/B/C drugs? If possible, please supply numbers for heroin, cocaine, other (class A); Cannabis, Ketamine, Amphetamine (class B); Steroids, other (class C). Could these figures be broken down by year, please?






RESPONSE

As a force we don’t have an offence title for county lines and would result in a manual trawl to capture the information.  The below data relates to the footfall for under 16’s arrested for the supply of drugs Class A and Class B; we have no arrests recorded for Class C in that age group for supply. 

The figures will only include supply and not intent to supply as the request has stated ‘drug supply arrest’s’. Additionally, the data is based on footfall this means that is someone was arrested for multiple offence then they will only be counted once – therefore the data is number of arrests not the number of offences that lead to an arrest. If a person was arrested on multiple occasions for the same offence at that point, they would be counted multiple times. 

The date is based on the date at which person arrived at custody and the age is based on the age of the person at the time of the arrest. 

Please provide the following information, per calendar year, for the years 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020 and 2021.

Q1• How many drug supply arrests of juveniles aged 16 or under have been recorded that are deemed to be "County Lines" offences?  Could these figures be broken down by year, please?

Q2• If your Force does not distinguish drug supply offences as "County Lines" or not then please supply the information in question 1 as generic drug supply with an offender aged 16 or under. 

	Year
	Count of custody no

	2016
	2

	2017
	7

	2018
	5

	2019
	3

	2020
	3

	Grand Total
	20










Q3• How many County lines arrests of juveniles under the age of 16 have been recorded for class A/B/C drugs? If possible, please supply numbers for heroin, cocaine, other (class A); Cannabis, Ketamine, Amphetamine (class B); Steroids, other (class C). Could these figures also be broken down by year, please?

Q4• If your Force does not distinguish drug supply offences as "County Lines" or not then how many drug supply arrests of juveniles under the age of 16 have been recorded for class A/B/C drugs? If possible, please supply numbers for heroin, cocaine, other (class A); Cannabis, Ketamine, Amphetamine (class B); Steroids, other (class C). Could these figures be broken down by year, please?
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Freedom of Information Act is a public disclosure regime, not a private regime. Any information disclosed under the Act is thereafter deemed to be in the public domain, and therefore freely available to the public and will be published on the Gwent Police website.

[bookmark: _Hlk74910960]If you are not satisfied, you have the right to request an internal review into the response that you have received, or, to complain about our handling of your request.


Thank you for your interest in Gwent Police.
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Count of custodyno Column Labels

Year 2016 2017201820192020Grand Total

Concerned in offer to supply a class A drug - other (recordable), H2346, MD71199, 092/39 1 1

Concerned in supply of heroin (recordable), H2389, MD71171, 092/31 2 2

Concerned in the supply of a class A drug - other (recordable), H2392, MD71179, 092/39 1 3 1 5

Concerned in the supply of a controlled drug of Class B - cannabis (recordable), H9735, MD71533, 092/41 1 1

Conspire to supply a class A controlled drug - other (recordable), H5077, MD71139C, 092/39 1 1

Offer to supply a class A drug - other (recordable), H1924, MD71159, 092/39 1 1

Offer to supply a controlled drug of Class B - Cannabis (recordable), H9674, MD71523, 092/41 1 1

Supply a controlled drug of Class A - Crack Cocaine (recordable), H2481, MD71134, 092/34 1 1

Supply a controlled drug of Class A - Heroin (recordable), H2380, MD71131, 092/31 1 1 2

Supply a controlled drug of Class A - MDMA (recordable), H2382, MD71133, 092/33 1 1 2

Supply a controlled drug of Class A - Other (recordable), H2383, MD71139, 092/39 1 1

Supply a controlled drug of Class B - Amphetamine (recordable), H2384, MD71140, 092/40 1 1

Supply a controlled drug of Class B - cannabis resin (recordable), H9750, MD71524, 092/41 1 1

Grand Total 2 7 5 3 3 20
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