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FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST



FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST 2021/24774


Dear Sir/Madam

Thank you for your recent request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000.

Section 1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) places two duties on public authorities.  Unless exemptions apply, the first duty at, Section 1(1) (a), is to confirm or deny whether the information specified in a request is held. The second duty at, Section1 (1) (b), is to disclose information that has been confirmed as being held. 

The information that you are seeking is in relation to the following:

REQUEST

1. The total number of stalking allegations that have been received by your police force for each month between Jan  2017 December 2021 (Jan - Dec).
·  I would like this broken down by gender of complainant for each month - and gender of alleged perpetrator. 


2. The total number of arrests that have been made by your police force for stalking for the years 2017-2021 (Jan-Dec) 
· If held, I would like this broken down by gender of the individual arrested for each month 

3a) The number of Non-molestation orders your police force have applied to the CPS for between Jan 2017- Dec 2021 broken down by year
3b) Of these, how many applications were used in crimes relating to stalking

4a) Of the non-molestation orders applied for in 3a - how many were granted by the CPS. 
4B) Of these, how many were in relation to stalking offences. 

5a) Since Stalking Protection Orders were brought in in jan 2020 - how many SPO applications has your police force made - broken down by year. 
5b) Of those, how many of those have been granted by the CPS

6a) Since 2017 how many reports of online harassment has your police force received - broken down by year
6b) Of those, how many relate to stalking offence


RESPONSE

1. The total number of stalking allegations that have been received by your police force for each month between Jan  2017 December 2021 (Jan - Dec).
·  I would like this broken down by gender of complainant for each month - and gender of alleged perpetrator. 
· 
The table below shows the number of stalking allegations received by month. This information was based off of recorded date and the following offences have been included – 
· Pursue course of conduct which amounts to stalking
· Racially or religiously aggravated harassment or stalking with fear of violence
· Racially or religiously aggravated harassments or stalking without violence
· Stalking involving fear of violence
· Stalking involving serious alarm/distress. 

2017

	Month
	Number of Stalking cases reported
	Number of female victims
	Number of male victims
	Number of victims with gender unidentified
	Number of female offenders 
	Number of male offenders 
	Number of victims with gender unidentified

	Jan-17
	5
	5
	0
	0
	0
	4
	0

	Feb-17
	3
	2
	1
	0
	0
	3
	0

	Mar-17
	12
	8
	4
	0
	2
	8
	0

	Apr-17
	5
	4
	1
	0
	2
	3
	0

	May-17
	3
	2
	1
	0
	0
	2
	0

	Jun-17
	7
	7
	0
	0
	0
	6
	0

	Jul-17
	17
	14
	3
	0
	1
	12
	0

	Aug-17
	10
	9
	0
	0
	0
	8
	0

	Sep-17
	9
	6
	3
	0
	2
	6
	0

	Oct-17
	8
	7
	1
	0
	0
	7
	0

	Nov-17
	18
	14
	4
	0
	3
	11
	0

	Dec-17
	12
	11
	1
	0
	1
	7
	1










2018
	Month
	Number of Harassment and Stalking cases reported
	Number of female victims
	Number of male victims
	Number of victims with gender unidentified
	Number of female offenders 
	Number of male offenders 
	Number of victims with gender unidentified

	Jan-18
	15
	12
	3
	0
	3
	11
	0

	Feb-18
	8
	4
	4
	0
	2
	5
	0

	Mar-18
	10
	9
	1
	0
	0
	7
	0

	Apr-18
	17
	16
	1
	0
	0
	15
	0

	May-18
	18
	15
	3
	0
	2
	14
	0

	Jun-18
	29
	24
	5
	0
	7
	21
	0

	Jul-18
	16
	14
	2
	0
	2
	11
	0

	Aug-18
	32
	27
	5
	0
	4
	25
	0

	Sep-18
	52
	52
	0
	0
	6
	43
	1

	Oct-18
	60
	49
	11
	0
	7
	48
	0

	Nov-18
	36
	30
	6
	0
	1
	31
	0

	Dec-18
	36
	28
	8
	0
	6
	26
	0





2019
	Month
	Number of Harassment and Stalking cases reported
	Number of female victims
	Number of male victims
	Number of victims with gender unidentified
	Number of female offenders 
	Number of male offenders 
	Number of victims with gender unidentified

	Jan-19
	47
	38
	9
	0
	10
	28
	0

	Feb-19
	37
	31
	6
	0
	5
	26
	1

	Mar-19
	41
	37
	3
	0
	3
	33
	0

	Apr-19
	27
	23
	3
	0
	3
	18
	1

	May-19
	40
	38
	1
	0
	5
	32
	0

	Jun-19
	44
	36
	6
	0
	5
	30
	0

	Jul-19
	33
	25
	6
	1
	7
	22
	0

	Aug-19
	30
	30
	0
	0
	2
	24
	0

	Sep-19
	50
	42
	7
	0
	9
	35
	0

	Oct-19
	43
	30
	11
	0
	10
	30
	0

	Nov-19
	33
	30
	3
	0
	5
	26
	0

	Dec-19
	28
	21
	7
	0
	3
	23
	0



2020

	Month
	Number of Harassment and Stalking cases reported
	Number of female victims
	Number of male victims
	Number of victims with gender unidentified
	Number of female offenders 
	Number of male offenders 
	Number of victims with gender unidentified

	Jan-20
	55
	46
	9
	0
	9
	43
	0

	Feb-20
	41
	34
	7
	0
	3
	32
	0

	Mar-20
	36
	30
	4
	1
	6
	27
	0

	Apr-20
	87
	71
	13
	1
	11
	68
	0

	May-20
	92
	71
	20
	0
	14
	67
	0

	Jun-20
	98
	79
	18
	0
	17
	72
	0

	Jul-20
	103
	75
	25
	1
	19
	77
	0

	Aug-20
	106
	84
	20
	0
	21
	72
	0

	Sep-20
	85
	68
	16
	0
	16
	63
	0

	Oct-20
	55
	46
	7
	1
	11
	37
	0

	Nov-20
	61
	47
	14
	0
	14
	42
	0

	Dec-20
	81
	70
	11
	0
	13
	61
	0



2021

	Month
	Number of Harassment and Stalking cases reported
	Number of female victims
	Number of male victims
	Number of victims with gender unidentified
	Number of female offenders 
	Number of male offenders 
	Number of victims with gender unidentified

	Jan-21
	121
	77
	44
	0
	37
	78
	0

	Feb-21
	107
	78
	29
	0
	25
	74
	1

	Mar-21
	120
	85
	35
	0
	25
	83
	1

	Apr-21
	105
	82
	21
	1
	23
	74
	0

	May-21
	124
	99
	25
	0
	23
	92
	0

	Jun-21
	134
	104
	27
	0
	22
	88
	2

	Jul-21
	127
	101
	25
	0
	27
	92
	1

	Aug-21
	123
	97
	26
	0
	27
	85
	1

	Sep-21
	132
	103
	26
	1
	30
	90
	1

	Oct-21
	130
	104
	23
	2
	28
	97
	0

	Nov-21
	146
	121
	25
	0
	27
	111
	0

	Dec-21
	155
	123
	29
	1
	29
	118
	0




2. The total number of arrests that have been made by your police force for stalking for the years 2017-2021 (Jan-Dec) 
· If held, I would like this broken down by gender of the individual arrested for each month 

Please Note – Arrest data is separate from crime data. A person may be arrested in a separate month to when the offence was recorded this means the arrest data is NOT directly linked to the data provided in Question 1. Additionally, the data is based on footfall into custody for stalking offences. This means that if a person is arrested for multiple stalking offences on one occasion they will be counted once. However, if they have been arrested on multiple occasions for a stalking offence then they will be counted for each time they came to custody for a stalking offence. Also, the date provided for arrests is based on the date of which the subject arrived at custody. 

The data is based on the following offences; 
· Stalking involving fear of violence
· Stalking involving serious alarm / distress 
· Stalking without fear / alarm / distress
· Stalking involving fear of violence
· Stalking involving serious alarm / distress

Number of Arrests for stalking offences by year; 
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Number of arrests by month and gender;
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3a) - 6a) 
Unfortunately, we cannot answer this request as it will exceed the 18-hour time limit to complete a request. In 2017 alone, there have been 395 records. In order to retrieve the data, each record would need to be reviewed. It would take approximately five minutes to review each individual record, which would equate to 33 hours of research. 

Therefore, a Section 12 Excess Cost exemption has been applied. 

Section 12 – Excess Cost

The exemption applicable to the information you have requested for this question can be found at Section 12(1) of the Act and this refusal notice is issued under Section 17.

Section 12(1) “does not oblige a public authority to comply with a request for information if the authority estimates that the cost of complying with the request would exceed the appropriate limit.”  

In the case of a police force, the appropriate limit is set at £450, which is calculated at £25 per hour (i.e. 18 hours). Gwent Police would have to conduct a manual search to find and extract the information for this question. This would take more than 18 hours of staff time therefore we are unable to answer this question and the exemption is engaged.


6b) Of those, how many relate to stalking offence

We are unable to provide this information as stalking and harassment are separate offences they cannot be linked.




Freedom of Information Act is a public disclosure regime, not a private regime. Any information disclosed under the Act is thereafter deemed to be in the public domain, and therefore freely available to the public and will be published on the Gwent Police website.

[bookmark: _Hlk74910960]If you are not satisfied, you have the right to request an internal review into the response that you have received, or, to complain about our handling of your request.


Thank you for your interest in Gwent Police.
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2017 20

2018 55

2019 84

2020 119

2021 142

Total 420
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Female Male Female Male Female Male

Jan/17 0 2 Jan/18 0 3 Jan/19 1 6

Feb/17 0 0 Feb/18 0 2 Feb/19 0 12

Mar/17 0 3 Mar/18 0 1 Mar/19 1 4

Apr/17 0 0 Apr/18 0 3 Apr/19 0 5

May/17 0 2 May/18 0 2 May/19 1 5

Jun/17 0 1 Jun/18 0 2 Jun/19 1 3

Jul/17 0 3 Jul/18 0 3 Jul/19 0 9

Aug/17 0 0 Aug/18 0 7 Aug/19 0 9

Sep/17 0 1 Sep/18 1 9 Sep/19 0 10

Oct/17 1 3 Oct/18 2 8 Oct/19 0 5

Nov/17 0 3 Nov/18 0 6 Nov/19 0 7

Dec/17 0 1 Dec/18 0 6 Dec/19 1 4

Total 1 19 Total 3 52 Total 5 79
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Female Male Female Male

Jan/20 0 11 Jan/21 1 8

Feb/20 0 7 Feb/21 0 4

Mar/20 0 7 Mar/21 0 14

Apr/20 0 4 Apr/21 0 9

May/20 1 5 May/21 0 14

Jun/20 1 6 Jun/21 1 11

Jul/20 1 13 Jul/21 0 19

Aug/20 0 5 Aug/21 0 7

Sep/20 1 15 Sep/21 1 13

Oct/20 0 14 Oct/21 2 10

Nov/20 1 8 Nov/21 0 14

Dec/20 0 19 Dec/21 0 14

Total 5 114 Total 5 137
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