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FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST



FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST 2022/24801


Dear Sir/Madam

Thank you for your recent request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000.

Section 1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) places two duties on public authorities.  Unless exemptions apply, the first duty at, Section 1(1) (a), is to confirm or deny whether the information specified in a request is held. The second duty at, Section1 (1) (b), is to disclose information that has been confirmed as being held. 

The information that you are seeking is in relation to the following:

REQUEST

I would like to request statistics that reveal the number of corrosive fluid offences or acid attacks against the person recorded in your area for 2021. Specifically, I would like to request 
1. Number of offences that were categorised as an acid attack or corrosive fluid offence against the person between 1st January 2021 and 31st December 2021. 
2. Number of offences that were considered Hate Crimes 
3. Victim Demographic: age-range, gender and ethnicity 
4. Suspect Demographic: age-range, gender and ethnicity 
5. Outcomes of the violent offences mentioned in 1. 

RESPONSE

1. Number of offences that were categorised as an acid attack or corrosive fluid offence against the person between 1st January 2021 and 31st December 2021. 

3 offences were recorded as involving an acid attack or corrosive fluid attack against the person between the 1st of January 2021 and the 31st of December 2021. This information is based off recorded date.  

2. Number of offences that were considered Hate Crimes 

None of the 3 offences recorded were considered hate crimes.

3. Victim Demographic: age-range, gender and ethnicity 

Due to only being 3 offences recorded, to give this information, along with other information that is available in the public domain, could allow the identification of victims and offenders.  
Please see below for the following exemption.

4. Suspect Demographic: age-range, gender and ethnicity 

Due to only being 3 offences recorded, to give this information, along with other information that is available in the public domain, could allow the identification of victims and offenders.  
Please see below for the following exemption.

5. Outcomes of the violent offences mentioned in 1. 

Due to only being 3 offences recorded, to give this information, along with other information that is available in the public domain, could allow the identification of victims and offenders.  
Please see below for the following exemption.

Section 40(5) – Personal Information:

The exemption applicable to the information you have requested for this question can be found at Section 40(5) – Personal Information, of the Act and this refusal notice is issued under Section 17.

Disclosure under Freedom of Information is a release of information to the world in general and not an individual applicant. Therefore, simply confirming or not that such information were held would disclose personal information about individuals.

As such, any disclosure that identifies an individual or identifies that an individual has had contact with Gwent Police or not is exempt. Personal data is defined under Section 10 of the Data Protection Act 2018 as:

Data which relate to a living individual who can be identified-
(a) from those data, or
(b) from those data and other information, which is in the possession of, or is likely to come into the possession of, the data controller, and includes any expression of opinion about the individual and any indication of the intentions of the data controller or any other person in respect of the individual. “

In accordance with the Act, this represents a Refusal Notice for this part of your request. No inference can be taken from this refusal that the information you have requested does or does not exist.

Under Section 16 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000, we have a duty to assist you where possible. Therefore, to establish if personal data is being processed by Gwent Police, individuals are required to make application under section 7 of the Data Protection Act 1998, by means of submitting a completed Data Protection Subject Access form. 




Freedom of Information Act is a public disclosure regime, not a private regime. Any information disclosed under the Act is thereafter deemed to be in the public domain, and therefore freely available to the public and will be published on the Gwent Police website.

[bookmark: _Hlk74910960]If you are not satisfied, you have the right to request an internal review into the response that you have received, or, to complain about our handling of your request.


Thank you for your interest in Gwent Police.
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