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FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST



FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST 2022/24863


Dear Sir/Madam

Thank you for your recent request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000.

Section 1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) places two duties on public authorities.  Unless exemptions apply, the first duty at, Section 1(1) (a), is to confirm or deny whether the information specified in a request is held. The second duty at, Section1 (1) (b), is to disclose information that has been confirmed as being held. 

The information that you are seeking is in relation to the following:

REQUEST

1) How many E-Scooters has the force confiscated for illegal road use in each of the following years

i) 2019
ii) 2020
iii) 2021
iv) To date, 2022

2) How many fixed penalty notices have been issued to riders of e-scooters for illegal road use in each of the following years, and the total sum (£) for each of those years 

i) 2019
ii) 2020
iii) 2021
iv) To date, 2022

3) The latest guidance is given to officers when they find illegal use of e-scooters.

4) Could I have the reported casualties in accidents involving e-scooters for the following years:

i) 2019
ii) 2020
iii) 2021
iv) To date, 2022


RESPONSE

1) How many E-Scooters has the force confiscated for illegal road use in each of the following years

i) 2019 - 0
ii) 2020 - 6
iii) 2021 - 34
iv) To date, 2022 - 1


2) How many fixed penalty notices have been issued to riders of e-scooters for illegal road use in each of the following years, and the total sum (£) for each of those years 

i) 2019
ii) 2020
iii) 2021
iv) To date, 2022

Unfortunately, we cannot answer this request as it will exceed the 18-hour time limit to complete a request. For the time requested there are approximately 15,000 occurrences.  In order to retrieve the data, each record would need to be reviewed. It would take approximately five minutes to review each individual record, which would equate to 1250 hours of research. Therefore, a Section 12 Excess Cost exemption has been applied. 

Section 12 – Excess Cost

The exemption applicable to the information you have requested for this question can be found at Section 12(1) of the Act and this refusal notice is issued under Section 17.

Section 12(1) “does not oblige a public authority to comply with a request for information if the authority estimates that the cost of complying with the request would exceed the appropriate limit.”  

In the case of a police force, the appropriate limit is set at £450, which is calculated at £25 per hour (i.e., 18 hours). Gwent Police would have to conduct a manual search to find and extract the information for this question. This would take more than 18 hours of staff time therefore we are unable to answer this question and the exemption is engaged.


3) The latest guidance is given to officers when they find illegal use of e-scooters.

E scooters are subject to the Road Traffic Act 1988 and officers are aware of this legislation – guidance is outlined below: 

Electrical scooters (also known as e-scooters) come under the category of “powered transporters”; this covers a range of personal transport devices which are powered by a motor.
E-scooters are classed as motor vehicles under the Road Traffic Act 1988. Which means the rules that apply to motor vehicles, also apply to e-scooters including the need to have a licence, insurance and tax.
It's not currently possible to get insurance for privately owned e-scooters, which means it's illegal to use them on the road or in public spaces. If you're using a private e-scooter you risk the vehicle being seized under S.165 Road Traffic Act 1988 for no insurance. 
If you cause serious harm to another person whilst riding an e-scooter the incident will be investigated in the same way, it would if you were riding a motorcycle or driving a car. 
 

4) Could I have the reported casualties in accidents involving e-scooters for the following years:

i) 2019 - 0
ii) 2020 - 0
iii) 2021 - 0
iv) To date, 2022 - 1



Freedom of Information Act is a public disclosure regime, not a private regime. Any information disclosed under the Act is thereafter deemed to be in the public domain, and therefore freely available to the public and will be published on the Gwent Police website.

[bookmark: _Hlk74910960]If you are not satisfied, you have the right to request an internal review into the response that you have received, or, to complain about our handling of your request.


Thank you for your interest in Gwent Police.
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