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FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST



FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST 2022/25666


Dear Requester,

Thank you for your recent request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000.

Section 1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) places two duties on public authorities.  Unless exemptions apply, the first duty at, Section 1(1) (a), is to confirm or deny whether the information specified in a request is held. The second duty at, Section1 (1) (b), is to disclose information that has been confirmed as being held. 

The information that you are seeking is in relation to the following:

REQUEST


Under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, please provide me with data on the total number of children caught with weapons on school premises between 2011 and this year.

Please include in this list:
· The type of weapon(s) that were seized in each case.
· The total number of weapons that were seized each year.
· The age of the child caught with said weapon in each case.

I would prefer to receive the information in a spreadsheet. 

In it, each year from 2011 to 2022 should be broken down into the list above; the type of weapons that were seized in each incident, the total number of weapons that were seized and the age of the child caught with said weapon in each incident.

RESPONSE


Under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, please provide me with data on the total number of children caught with weapons on school premises between 2011 and this year.

Please note that the software only provides data from 2017, therefore the data we have provided is based on 1st January 2017 to 29th November 2022. 

Please include in this list:
1. The type of weapon(s) that were seized in each case.    
1. The total number of weapons that were seized each year.  
The data below is based on the following offences: - 

Having an article with a blade or point on school premises
Possession of other offensive weapon on school premises
Threaten with a blade or sharply pointed article on school premises
Threaten with an offensive weapon on school premises

The data is based on the number of recorded offences where a victim/offender was attached to the crime, any victims/offenders unknown or not included won’t be included in the total. To provide the information for this request we have selected the above offence and completed a keyword search of weapon within the MO summaries.
[image: ]

The age of the child caught with said weapon in each case.  
Please find below a table for the years requested 2017 to 29/11/2022.  To provide this data we have selected the Age of the child caught with a weapon based on the following offences: 
Having an article with a blade or point on school premises
Possession of other offensive weapon on school premises
Threaten with a blade or sharply pointed article on school premises
Threaten with an offensive weapon on school premises
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Freedom of Information Act is a public disclosure regime, not a private regime. Any information disclosed under the Act is thereafter deemed to be in the public domain, and therefore freely available to the public and will be published on the Gwent Police website.

[bookmark: _Hlk74910960]If you are not satisfied, you have the right to request an internal review into the response that you have received, or, to complain about our handling of your request.


Thank you for your interest in Gwent Police.
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Weapon  2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 Total

Baseball Bat  0 0 1 0 0 0 1

BB gun 0 0 0 0 2 0 2

Bladed Weapon 1 0 0 1 1 1 4

Knife  9 9 9 3 8 15 53

Knuckle duster 0 1 1 0 0 0 2

Screwdriver 0 0 0 0 0 1 1

Spanner 0 1 0 0 0 0 1

Total 10 11 11 4 11 17 64
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Age  2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 Total

8 0 1 0 0 0 0 1

10 1 1 1 0 0 1 4

11 0 1 0 1 2 2 6

12 2 0 1 0 1 3 7

13 2 3 1 1 3 6 16

14 2 2 1 1 4 3 13

15 2 1 6 1 1 1 12

16 0 1 0 0 0 1 2

17 1 1 0 0 0 0 2

18 0 0 1 0 0 0 1

Total 10 11 11 4 11 17 64
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