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FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST



FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST 2022/25631 


Dear Requester,

Thank you for your recent request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000.

Section 1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) places two duties on public authorities.  Unless exemptions apply, the first duty at, Section 1(1) (a), is to confirm or deny whether the information specified in a request is held. The second duty at, Section1 (1) (b), is to disclose information that has been confirmed as being held. 

The information that you are seeking is in relation to the following:

REQUEST

1) How many 'strip searches' were carried out by your officers in the past three years (1st November 2019 - 31st October 2022) while the person being searched was in police custody.

Please list each occasion and the information by:

- sex of person searched
- age of person searched
- ethnicity of person searched
- reason given for the search
- outcome of the search (items found?)

2) How many 'strip searches' were carried out by your officers in the past three years (1st November 2019 - 31st October 2022) while the person being searched was not in police custody.

Please list each occasion and the information by:

- sex of person searched
- age of person searched
- ethnicity of person searched
- reason given for the search
- outcome of the search (items found?)
- whether the individual was then arrested




RESPONSE

1) How many 'strip searches' were carried out by your officers in the past three years (1st November 2019 - 31st October 2022) while the person being searched was in police custody.

Please list each occasion and the information by:

- sex of person searched
- age of person searched
- ethnicity of person searched
- reason given for the search
- outcome of the search (items found?)

An excel sheet has been provided with the information requested above. 

Please note the following:
 - 	Ethnicity data is based off self-defined ethnicity. 
 - 	Age range has been provided as opposed to the age of the person.
 -	The data is based on where somebody has been arrested and taken into custody. 
 - 	The data is based off arrest date from 01/11/2019 – 31/10/2022.
 - 	The ‘reason given for the search’ and ‘outcome of the search’ cannot be provided for those who have been arrested and taken into custody as this would require a manual trawl of the records due to the way data is recorded. As there are over 2868 records, it would take 3 minutes to look through each record, and so to complete which is over the 18-hour limit (2868 records x 3 minutes per record / 60 = over 143 hours. Therefore, this part of the FOI is exempt on time.

Section 12 – Excess Cost
The exemption applicable to the information you have requested for this question can be found at Section 12(1) of the Act and this refusal notice is issued under Section 17.
Section 12(1) “does not oblige a public authority to comply with a request for information if the authority estimates that the cost of complying with the request would exceed the appropriate limit.”  
In the case of a police force, the appropriate limit is set at £450, which is calculated at £25 per hour (i.e. 18 hours). Gwent Police would have to conduct a manual search to find and extract the information for this question. This would take more than 18 hours of staff time therefore we are unable to answer this question and the exemption is engaged.







2) How many 'strip searches' were carried out by your officers in the past three years (1st November 2019 - 31st October 2022) while the person being searched was not in police custody.

Please list each occasion and the information by:

- sex of person searched
- age of person searched
- ethnicity of person searched
- reason given for the search
- outcome of the search (items found?)
- whether the individual was then arrested

The below includes the number of stop searches under PACE where a full strip search or partial strip search has taken place. This includes strip searches from 01/11/2019 – 31/10/2022. Please note that age range has been provided as opposed to age, and that Ethnicity is based on Self-Defined Ethnicity. 

	Self-Defined Ethnicity
	Object (reason) of search
	Item searched for found
	Recorded Outcome
	Gender
	Age Range

	White British
	Bladed Article
	Yes
	Police Discretionary Resolution
	Female
	10 - 17 Yrs

	White British
	Stolen Property
	No
	No Further Action
	Male
	26 - 35 Yrs

	White British
	Going Equipped
	No
	No Further Action
	Male
	26 - 35 Yrs

	White British
	Going Equipped
	No
	No Further Action
	Male
	26 - 35 Yrs

	White British
	Articles For Use In Theft
	No
	No Further Action
	Male
	18 - 25 Yrs

	Unknown
	Other
	No
	No Further Action
	Male
	26 - 35 Yrs

	White British
	Bladed Article
	Yes
	No Further Action
	Female
	10 - 17 Yrs

	White British
	Offensive Weapons
	No
	No Further Action
	Male
	18 - 25 Yrs

	White British
	Stolen Property
	Yes
	Arrested
	Male
	26 - 35 Yrs

	White British
	Offensive Weapons
	No
	No Further Action
	Male
	26 - 35 Yrs

	Not Stated
	Fireworks
	No
	No Further Action
	Male
	18 - 25 Yrs

	White British
	Other
	Yes
	Arrested
	Female
	26 - 35 Yrs

	White British
	Offensive Weapons
	Yes
	Arrested
	Male
	36 - 45 Yrs

	White British
	Articles For Use In Theft
	No
	No Further Action
	Male
	26 - 35 Yrs

	White British
	Drugs - Other Controlled Drugs
	No
	No Further Action
	Male
	26 - 35 Yrs






Freedom of Information Act is a public disclosure regime, not a private regime. Any information disclosed under the Act is thereafter deemed to be in the public domain, and therefore freely available to the public and will be published on the Gwent Police website.

[bookmark: _Hlk74910960]If you are not satisfied, you have the right to request an internal review into the response that you have received, or, to complain about our handling of your request.


Thank you for your interest in Gwent Police.
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