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FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST



FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST 2023/26117 


Dear Requester,

Thank you for your recent request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000.

Section 1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) places two duties on public authorities.  Unless exemptions apply, the first duty at, Section 1(1) (a), is to confirm or deny whether the information specified in a request is held. The second duty at, Section1 (1) (b), is to disclose information that has been confirmed as being held. 

The information that you are seeking is in relation to the following:

REQUEST

I am writing to you under the Freedom of Information Act (2000) to ask that you please disclose details of the figures and details of reports and cases your force has dealt with year by year from 2019-2023 regarding street begging and rough sleeping. 

Please state the year and the outcome of the report/case. 

RESPONSE

Please find below a table for ‘arrests’ that have been made under ‘Begging’ and ‘Vagrancy’.  

To provide this data we searched for Arrests for the years 2019 to 13th April 2023 and filtered to Begging and Vagrancy.  

Please note there were no Arrests made for the years 2022 and 2023 under ‘Begging’ or Vagrancy’.
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Freedom of Information Act is a public disclosure regime, not a private regime. Any information disclosed under the Act is thereafter deemed to be in the public domain, and therefore freely available to the public and will be published on the Gwent Police website.

[bookmark: _Hlk121728472]If, upon receiving a response to a freedom of information request, you are unhappy with the outcome, you may request an internal review.  This should be made within 40 working days of the initial response.

Please note, any written reply from an applicant expressing dissatisfaction with an authority’s response to a request for any information will be treated as a complaint and will automatically lead to an internal review.


Thank you for your interest in Gwent Police.
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Offence  2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 Total

Begging in a public place  1 0 0 1 1 3

Vagrant - being found in or upon enclosed premises  11 4 2 1 1 19

Grand Total 12 4 2 2 2 22
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Outcome 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021  Total

Charged 2 0 0 0 0 2

Summonsed/postal requisition 0 1 0 0 0 1

CPS - named suspect, victim supports but evidential difficulties 0 1 0 0 0 1

Police - named suspect, victim supports but evidential difficulties 3 1 0 0 0 4

Investigation complete no suspect identified 1 0 0 0 0 1

Adult caution 3 1 1 0 0 5

Community resolution 1 0 0 0 1 2

Total 12 4 2 2 2 22
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Outcomes  Begging Vagrancy Total

Charged 0 2 2

Summonsed/postal requisition 0 1 1

CPS - named suspect, victim supports but evidential difficulties 0 1 1

Police - named suspect, victim supports but evidential difficulties 1 3 4

Investigation complete no suspect identified 0 1 1

Adult caution 0 5 5

Community resolution 0 2 2

Unknown  2 4 6

Grand Total 3 19 22
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