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FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST



FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST 2023/26179 


Dear Requester,

Thank you for your recent request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000.

Section 1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) places two duties on public authorities.  Unless exemptions apply, the first duty at, Section 1(1) (a), is to confirm or deny whether the information specified in a request is held. The second duty at, Section1 (1) (b), is to disclose information that has been confirmed as being held. 

The information that you are seeking is in relation to the following:

REQUEST


* How many allegations of upskirting were made to your force between 2016 – 2018? Please provide the data on an annual basis
* How many allegations of upskirting were made to your force from 2019-2022? Please provide the data on an annual basis
* How many people were charged with upskirting by your force from 2019-2022? Please provide the data on an annual basis
* How many charges of upskirting were made by your force from 2019 – 2022? Please provide the data on an annual basis
* Of the people you charged with upskirting from your 2019-2022, how many individuals were also charged with other sexual offences?
* Of the people who were charged with upskirting offences from 2019-2022 and were also charged with other sexual offences, please list the special sexual offences which they were also charged with
* Of the people who were charged with upskirting offences from 2019-2022, how many were under the age of 18?
* Of the people who reported that they have been a victim of upskirting since the 12th April 2019, how many have been under the age of 18? Please list their ages 
* Of the people who reported that they had been a victim of upskirting since the 12th April 2019, how many were under the age of 10? Please list their ages 
* Have you received any allegations of people who have experienced ‘down-blousing’ – photos taken down someone’s top without their consent. If so, how many people have made allegations about this?



RESPONSE

Our data only goes back to 2019.

Please see the below table for the number of crime records for Upskirting. Please note a keyword search for “Upskirt” was also conducted alongside selecting Upskirting as an Offence title.

	Years
	Total

	2019
	18

	2020
	1

	2021
	5

	2022
	4

	Total
	28



Prosecution data can be obtained from the court.

Please see the below table with the outcomes of those records;

	Outcome
	2019
	2020
	2021
	2022
	Total

	1: Charged
	16
	 
	 
	 
	16

	10: Police - formal action not in public interest
	 
	 
	 
	1
	1

	14: Victim declines/unable to support action to identify offender
	 
	 
	1
	 
	1

	15: Police - named suspect, victim supports but evidential difficulties
	1
	 
	1
	1
	3

	16: Victim declines/withdraws support - named suspect identified
	 
	 
	1
	2
	3

	21: Police - named suspect, investigation not in the public interest
	 
	 
	2
	 
	2

	8: Community resolution
	1
	1
	 
	 
	2

	Total
	18
	1
	5
	4
	28



The below table provides the Offence titles for those offences;

	Offence Title
	2019
	2020
	2021
	2022
	Total

	SEXUAL ASSAULT ON A FEMALE (SOA 2003 S.3)
	 
	 
	1
	1
	2

	UPSKIRTING - ADDITIONAL VOYEURISM OFFENCES (SOA 2003)
	18
	1
	3
	2
	24

	VOYEURISM (SOA 2003 S67)
	 
	 
	1
	1
	2

	Total
	18
	1
	5
	4
	28



0 offenders under the age of 18 were charged.

Please see below table with the list of victim ages;
	Victim Age
	2019
	2020
	2021
	2022
	Total

	11
	 
	 
	 
	1
	1

	13
	 
	 
	2
	 
	2

	14
	1
	 
	1
	2
	4

	16
	 
	 
	 
	1
	1

	30
	1
	 
	 
	 
	1

	42
	 
	 
	1
	 
	1

	65
	 
	1
	 
	 
	1

	Unknown
	16
	 
	1
	 
	17

	Total
	18
	1
	5
	4
	28



A keyword was conducted using “down-blousing” and “down blousing”, 0 results were returned.




Freedom of Information Act is a public disclosure regime, not a private regime. Any information disclosed under the Act is thereafter deemed to be in the public domain, and therefore freely available to the public and will be published on the Gwent Police website.

[bookmark: _Hlk121728472]If, upon receiving a response to a freedom of information request, you are unhappy with the outcome, you may request an internal review.  This should be made within 40 working days of the initial response.

Please note, any written reply from an applicant expressing dissatisfaction with an authority’s response to a request for any information will be treated as a complaint and will automatically lead to an internal review.


Thank you for your interest in Gwent Police.
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