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FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST



FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST 2021/24620


Dear Sir/Madam

Thank you for your recent request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000.

Section 1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) places two duties on public authorities.  Unless exemptions apply, the first duty at, Section 1(1) (a), is to confirm or deny whether the information specified in a request is held. The second duty at, Section1 (1) (b), is to disclose information that has been confirmed as being held. 

The information that you are seeking is in relation to the following:

REQUEST

1. How many complaints of abuse from children being looked after by the local authority have you investigated each year since 2010 either by calendar or financial year (whichever option is easier)? 

2. What are the risks of a single adult male or female sleeping at the side of the road or at a service station with a young child in a car seat also in the car? Is this illegal?

3. How often have requests been made under Clare's and Sarah's law each year since 2010 by either calendar or financial year (whichever option is easier) Can these statistics be broken down into requests by males and females or do the statistics only cover all requests?

4. What is the criteria used for a person to be identified as a risk under Clare's and Sarah's law? 

5. Are all incidents of domestic violence and sexual assault logged on the system even if no arrest or prosecution takes place. Would these results show up under Clare's and Sarah's law?

6. How many false claims of sexual abuse have been reported each year since 2010 by either calander or financial year (whichever is easier) and can these statistics be broken down by male and female reports?

7. How many domestic / sexual abuse claims are dropped by the complainant each year since 2010 by either calander or financial year (whichever is easier) before an investigation has been compleated? 

8. Would the police like to see changes made within the domestic / sexual abuse systems to help them do their jobs better and lower the number of incidents?

9. How often do the police respond to incidents of missing children per year since 2010 by either calendar or financial year (whichever is easier) do the police keep separate statistics for children missing from local authority care or how long each missing incident covers (few hours, days, weeks, never found)?

10. What do the police think about the proposed 888 app to track females when they go out. Do you think it will work?  What are the benefits and downfalls to this proposed system from a police perspective?

11. Do child social services raise concerns with the police in regards to domestic violence (adult vs adult)? If so, are these reports logged on the system to formulate any statistics? If not, would it be beneficial for these incidents to be logged?

12. Have the police made any connection between domestic abuse victims and Stockholm syndrome? 

RESPONSE

Questions 1,2, 6 – 12:

Unfortunately, we cannot answer this request as it will exceed the 18-hour time limit to complete a request. For the timeframe requested, there have been 1,905 crimes recorded for child abuse. In order to retrieve the data, each record would need to be manually trawled and reviewed. It would take approximately five minutes to review each individual record, which would equate to 158 hours of research. Therefore, a Section 12 Excess Cost exemption has been applied. 

Section 12 – Excess Cost

The exemption applicable to the information you have requested for this question can be found at Section 12(1) of the Act and this refusal notice is issued under Section 17.

Section 12(1) “does not oblige a public authority to comply with a request for information if the authority estimates that the cost of complying with the request would exceed the appropriate limit.”  

In the case of a police force, the appropriate limit is set at £450, which is calculated at £25 per hour (i.e. 18 hours). Gwent Police would have to conduct a manual search to find and extract the information for this question. This would take more than 18 hours of staff time therefore we are unable to answer this question and the exemption is engaged.

Please note that FOI is a process for held information not opinion.

3. How often have requests been made under Clare's and Sarah's law each year since 2010 by either calendar or financial year (whichever option is easier) Can these statistics be broken down into requests by males and females or do the statistics only cover all requests?
Clares Law
No data before 2017 
Calendar year’s 	2017 = 94 (all female persons at risk)
2018 = 188 (all female persons at risk)
2019 = 236 (all female persons at risk)
2020 = 350 (3 males, 347 female persons at risk)
2021 to date (03/11/21) = 426 (5 males, 421 female persons at risk)
 
4. What is the criteria used for a person to be identified as a risk under Clare's and Sarah's law?
Clares law 
Partner (A) who is/was in an intimate relationship with a previously violent or abusive individual (B), is given disclosure to enable them to make informed choices about continuing in that relationship or about their personal safety if no longer in the relationship.


5. Are all incidents of domestic violence and sexual assault logged on the system even if no arrest or prosecution takes place. Would these results show up under Clare's and Sarah's law?
Clares Law
Previous police calls/convictions/non convictions are disclosed to the ‘person at risk’ if the behaviour is in relation to domestic abuse, domestic violence, other violence, use of weapons and any other concerning behaviour towards adults that the ‘person at risk’ may become a victim of if they continue in the relationship. 

 

Freedom of Information Act is a public disclosure regime, not a private regime. Any information disclosed under the Act is thereafter deemed to be in the public domain, and therefore freely available to the public and will be published on the Gwent Police website.

[bookmark: _Hlk74910960]If you are not satisfied, you have the right to request an internal review into the response that you have received, or, to complain about our handling of your request.


Thank you for your interest in Gwent Police.
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