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FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST



FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST 2021/24643


Dear Sir/Madam

Thank you for your recent request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000.

Section 1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) places two duties on public authorities.  Unless exemptions apply, the first duty at, Section 1(1) (a), is to confirm or deny whether the information specified in a request is held. The second duty at, Section1 (1) (b), is to disclose information that has been confirmed as being held. 

The information that you are seeking is in relation to the following:

REQUEST

Please could you supply the following information:

1. What preventative measures does your force have in respect of purchase and possession of crossbows under the 1987 Act and other weapons act legislation?

2. What measures does your force have in respect of ensuring that crossbows are not taken onto school and educational premises?

3. What engagement does your force have with suppliers of crossbows and ancillary material to ensure compliance with the 1987 Act?

RESPONSE

1. What preventative measures does your force have in respect of purchase and possession of crossbows under the 1987 Act and other weapons act legislation?

The 1987 Act prohibits sale of Crossbows with a draw weight of 1.4 kilograms or greater to persons under the age of 17. It prohibits persons of that age from possession of such an item unless in the company of someone aged 21 or more. 

Other applicable weapons legislation applying to crossbows includes those under s1 and s1A Prevention of Crime Act 1953 in relation to the possession in public without lawful excuse of any item made, adapted or intended for causing injury. 

The preventative measures available to Gwent Police (and any force) in this respect include:
· Proactive test-purchase operations of retailers.
· Stop and search powers under s1 PACE 1984. 
· Education and engagement on such offences and risks, including amnesties.
· Seizure of such items where applicable/lawful (e.g. which undertaking searches for other legitimate purposes). 

Within Gwent test purchase operations are normally undertaken by Neighbourhood Policing Teams alongside local authority Trading Standards partners and are targeted based on the threat, risk and harm seen or anticipated based on local, regional or national intelligence and trends. Such operations routinely included test purchase in relation to potential weapons, though predominantly those covered by s141A Criminal Justice Act 1988. 

All stop searches undertaken by Gwent Officers using s1 PACE 1984 powers need to be based on reasonable grounds to suspect such an item may be located in relation to specific individuals being searched. 

Whilst the Gwent Police response for Op Sceptre naturally focusses on knife crime there is often at a local level engagement and education on the risk associated with other weapon types. This includes work by Schools Liaison Officers. In addition, Trading Standards Wales and each local authority undertake proactive engagement with retailers and the public in relation to age-restricted sales, including weapons. 

Where officers are lawfully engaged in a search of persons, vehicles or premises they are encouraged to address other items held unlawfully, which includes crossbows by persons aged under 17 and without supervision by a person aged 21 or more. 

2. What measures does your force have in respect of ensuring that crossbows are not taken onto school and educational premises?

Like all forces, Gwent Police has powers under s139A(2) and s139AA Criminal Justice Act 1988 relating specifically to crossbows and educational premises, with associates powers for entry, search and seizure. Educational staff also have powers of search and seizure in limited circumstances under s550AA Education Act 1996 and s85B Further and Higher Education Act 1992. 

Any employment of these powers would depend on forming the necessary reasonable grounds outlined within the respective legislation. 


We regularly engage with our local schools via our Neighbourhood Policing Teams and Schools’ Liaison Officers in order to identify any risk factors or intelligence relating to weapons in schools. We have strong relationships with all local authorities throughout Gwent area which includes Local Education Authorities. 


3. What engagement does your force have with suppliers of crossbows and ancillary material to ensure compliance with the 1987 Act?

The 1987 Act refers primarily to the age at which persons can purchase Crossbows. Age-related sales engagement is undertaken by local authority Trading Standards departments in conjunction with neighbourhood policing teams. This activity includes engagement at a local authority level with retailers and through communication issued from Trading Standards Wales acting as the regional body. Much of the work undertaken on all age-related matters is based on the threat, risk and harm seen or anticipated based on local, regional or national intelligence and trends.



Freedom of Information Act is a public disclosure regime, not a private regime. Any information disclosed under the Act is thereafter deemed to be in the public domain, and therefore freely available to the public and will be published on the Gwent Police website.

[bookmark: _Hlk74910960]If you are not satisfied, you have the right to request an internal review into the response that you have received, or, to complain about our handling of your request.


Thank you for your interest in Gwent Police.
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