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FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST



FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST 2023/25873 


Dear Requester,

Thank you for your recent request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000.

Section 1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) places two duties on public authorities.  Unless exemptions apply, the first duty at, Section 1(1) (a), is to confirm or deny whether the information specified in a request is held. The second duty at, Section1 (1) (b), is to disclose information that has been confirmed as being held. 

The information that you are seeking is in relation to the following:

REQUEST


1a) The number of dog thefts reported to your police force in the calendar year 2022, broken down by local policing district (or other geographical breakdown such as local authority)
1b) The number of individual dogs stolen (e.g. a report of two dogs being stolen would count as two) and a breakdown by breed where known
1c) Of the dog thefts reported that year, the number resulting in a charge or summons

2a) The number of dog thefts reported to your police force in the calendar year 2021, broken down by local policing district (or other geographical breakdown such as local authority)
2b) The number of individual dogs stolen and a breakdown by breed where known
2c) Of the dog thefts reported that year, the number resulting in a charge or summons


RESPONSE

There are 3,924 ‘Theft from the person’ and ‘All Other Theft’ offences recorded in 2022 alone. There is no filter to identify if it was a dog that was stolen. Therefore, a manual trawl would need to be completed. This would take longer than the 18-hour limit and would therefore be exempt (3,924 records x 3 minutes per record / 60= over 196 hours).

However, to avoid an exemption, a keyword search has been completed on the crime summaries of ‘’Theft from the person’ and ‘All other Theft’ offences recorded in 2021 and 2022 using the following terms:
 - Dog
 - Puppy
 - puppies

Please note that the data is therefore dependant on these words being present within the crime summary, and that the word is spelt correctly. 

A manual trawl was then conducted to identify the relevant offences and to find the requested data where available. Please note that this data includes thefts and attempted thefts. The data provided for this FOI is correct as of 06/02/2023. 


Number of recorded ‘Theft from the person’ and ‘All Other Theft’ offences where a dog has been stolen.
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The number of dogs stolen broken down by breed and year.
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None of the offences noted had an outcome of ‘charged’ or ‘summonsed’



Freedom of Information Act is a public disclosure regime, not a private regime. Any information disclosed under the Act is thereafter deemed to be in the public domain, and therefore freely available to the public and will be published on the Gwent Police website.

[bookmark: _Hlk121728472]If, upon receiving a response to a freedom of information request, you are unhappy with the outcome, you may request an internal review.  This should be made within 40 working days of the initial response.

Please note, any written reply from an applicant expressing dissatisfaction with an authority’s response to a request for any information will be treated as a complaint and will automatically lead to an internal review.


Thank you for your interest in Gwent Police.
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