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FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST



FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST 2023/26042 


Dear Requester,

Thank you for your recent request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000.

Section 1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) places two duties on public authorities.  Unless exemptions apply, the first duty at, Section 1(1) (a), is to confirm or deny whether the information specified in a request is held. The second duty at, Section1 (1) (b), is to disclose information that has been confirmed as being held. 

The information that you are seeking is in relation to the following:

REQUEST

I would like to submit a request for information under the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 2000 regarding your force’s use of geographic crime analysis or ‘hotspot’ crime mapping, risk assessment and profiling of individuals, and databases.

Specifically, I would like the following information:

1. Does your force conduct ‘hot-spot’ mapping or mapping of crime in geographic areas or other form of geographic crime analysis (such as ‘Grip’-funded hotspot mapping or Risk Terrain Mapping)? If yes, please provide:
0. The names of the systems or software that has been developed or procured for this purpose;
0. What the purpose of the system(s) are;
0. The types of data that are used in the system (e.g crime data, postcode, intelligence reports, demographic information such as socio-economic data, ethnicity);
0. What the outcomes of the system(s) are used for
0. Data Protection Impact Assessments and/or Equality Impact Assessments that have been carried out in relation to the use of the system(s)
0. Internal documents or reviews of the operation or functioning of the system(s).

1. Does your force conduct risk assessment or carry out profiling (as under the meaning of profiling in the Data Protection Act 2018) of individuals for general offending or re-offending, or for certain forms of crime or criminal behaviour (for example, ‘gang’ crime, ‘county lines’, violence, knife crime or re-offending)? If yes, please provide:
1. The types and/or names of each profiling or risk assessment model;
1. If known and easily retrievable, the date each profiling or risk assessment model started being used;
1. The purpose of each profiling or risk assessment model;
1. What types of data are used to conduct the profiling or risk assessment model;
1. What are the potential outcomes following the profiling or risk assessment model output.
1. Data Protection Impact Assessments and/or Equality Impact Assessments that have been carried out in relation to the risk assessment or profiling(s)

1. Does your force hold specific lists or databases of people allegedly involved in specific forms of crime, such as ‘gang’ crime, ‘county lines’, knife crime, or violent crime, or conduct any profiling or risk assessment in relation to those lists or databases? If yes, please provide:
2. The names of the database(s) or list(s);
2. If known and easily retrievable, the date each database or list was first created;
2. The criteria for inclusion on the database(s) or list(s);
2. If available in an easily retrievable format, the type of data that is used to assess the criteria for inclusion on the database(s) or list(s);
2. If available in an easily retrievable format, how many people are on the database(s) or list(s).

RESPONSE

1. Does your force conduct ‘hot-spot’ mapping or mapping of crime in geographic areas or other form of geographic crime analysis (such as ‘Grip’-funded hotspot mapping or Risk Terrain Mapping)? If yes, please provide:
a. The names of the systems or software that has been developed or procured for this purpose;

For mapping we use the NEC Software solutions Ltd XD mapping system. This allows you to import locations and use the hot spot function for analysis.

b. What the purpose of the system(s) are;

To map the location of crimes so that problem areas can be identified, and recommendations made as a result of any findings.

c. The types of data that are used in the system (e.g crime data, postcode, intelligence reports, demographic information such as socio-economic data, ethnicity);

It is mainly Eastings and Northings from crimes that are imported into the system. Labels can
be added based on what is required.

d. What the outcomes of the system(s) are used for
Outcomes can be used for products such as problem profiles, tasking and to assist with investigations.

e. Data Protection Impact Assessments and/or Equality Impact Assessments that have been carried out in relation to the use of the system(s)
N/A
f. Internal documents or reviews of the operation or functioning of the system(s).

Unable to locate such documents. 

2. Does your force conduct risk assessment or carry out profiling (as under the meaning of profiling in the Data Protection Act 2018) of individuals for general offending or re-offending, or for certain forms of crime or criminal behaviour (for example, ‘gang’ crime, ‘county lines’, violence, knife crime or re-offending)? If yes, please provide:
a. The types and/or names of each profiling or risk assessment model;

Target Profiles would be completed for individuals who are offending or re offending on a need’s basis. A set terms of reference would be obtained, and an analyst would be allocated and then complete the profile drawing information from the system which best provides the information to meet the terms of reference.
To assess risk for individuals Police, use the National decision Model, part of this process would be the collection of data on an individual in a collection plan which would inform the risk and the actions which come out of the model. 

b. If known and easily retrievable, the date each profiling or risk assessment model started being used; 

Exact dates not known.

c. The purpose of each profiling or risk assessment model;

See above

d. What types of data are used to conduct the profiling or risk assessment model;

Dependent on the terms of reference. 

e. What are the potential outcomes following the profiling or risk assessment model output.

Outcomes can be used for products such as problem profiles, tasking and to assist with investigations.

f. Data Protection Impact Assessments and/or Equality Impact Assessments that have been carried out in relation to the risk assessment or profiling(s)
N/A


3. Does your force hold specific lists or databases of people allegedly involved in specific forms of crime, such as ‘gang’ crime, ‘county lines’, knife crime, or violent crime, or conduct any profiling or risk assessment in relation to those lists or databases? If yes, please provide:
a. The names of the database(s) or list(s);

We don’t have a list in any database relating to people who are involved in specific forms of crime. Key word searches can be completed in our record management system which allows the identification of nominals linked to certain crimes.
The BI product QlikView is used in Gwent Police to draw data from our record management system this allows for connections to be made between offenders, victims and crime types. This is an interactive system which presents data and allows data mining. Links are made by the user and QlikView is not a specific profiling product. The data obtained can be used in various products interpreted by individuals obtaining the data.  

b. If known and easily retrievable, the date each database or list was first created.

QlikView was introduced into Gwent Police in 2008

c. The criteria for inclusion on the database(s) or list(s);

Connected to a crime or incident. 

d. If available in an easily retrievable format, the type of data that is used to assess the criteria for inclusion on the database(s) or list(s);
As above

e. If available in an easily retrievable format, how many people are on the database(s) or list(s).

The number of individuals on QlikView are in excess of 70,000. The number relates to a full range of linked reasons, not just offenders and the data goes back to 2017. We cannot say how many individuals are held in our record management system which feeds QlikView




Freedom of Information Act is a public disclosure regime, not a private regime. Any information disclosed under the Act is thereafter deemed to be in the public domain, and therefore freely available to the public and will be published on the Gwent Police website.

[bookmark: _Hlk121728472]If, upon receiving a response to a freedom of information request, you are unhappy with the outcome, you may request an internal review.  This should be made within 40 working days of the initial response.

Please note, any written reply from an applicant expressing dissatisfaction with an authority’s response to a request for any information will be treated as a complaint and will automatically lead to an internal review.


Thank you for your interest in Gwent Police.
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